
 

Year 4 

Summer Term 2021 
Healthy Hearts 

Reading: 
Class Text: The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross. 

This one doesn’t particularly fit with our topic for any particular reason, but I chose it 

simply because it’s a good story that I enjoyed when I was in Year 4. Gillian Cross is a 

great example of an author who uses interesting verbs rather than being repetitive, and 

coupling that vocabulary with good adverbs which is something we’re working on ourselves, 

so I thought it would be a useful text for the children to see that in action. 

In guided reading we will continue to reinforce the most essential skills of comprehension: 

understanding the text (even when it has unfamiliar words in it) and being able to retrieve 

information from it accurately to answer questions, as well as exploring other skills such 

as inference and evaluation in more depth.  

 

Writing: 
We’ll be looking at apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession, formal and 

informal tone and main/subordinate clauses. These will be used with subordinating 

conjunctions, such as because, although and however. We will be reinforcing the use of 

commas after fronted adverbials as well. Another big focus will be using inverted 

commas (speech marks) to punctuate speech correctly. 

This term we will be completing more extended writing opportunities in our English 

lessons, notably our “Writing for Enjoyment” sessions! 

 

 

Maths: 
We’ve spent a long time reinforcing the basics of place value, the four operations (addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division) and using our times tables knowledge. Now we’re 

going to work on applying them in more depth. 

 

Number and place value: Order and compare numbers beyond 1,000, recognising the place 

value of each digit. Find 1,000 more or less than a given number. Count backwards through 

zero to include negative numbers. 

Calculations: For addition and subtraction, we started with number lines and expanded 

column methods but now we’re focused on compact column method. For multiplication, we’ve 

been using grid method but will be moving towards compact column method. For division, 

we stick with repeated addition on a number line for year 4’s curriculum.  

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages: Finding common equivalent fractions, adding and 

subtracting fractions with the same denominator, decimal equivalents for tenths and 

hundredths, dividing by 10 and 100. 

Measurement: Order and compare: money, time, length, capacity and mass. 

Geometry: Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles 

based on their properties. Find and draw lines of symmetry. Describe movements as 

translations and positions on a 2D grid as coordinates. 

Statistics: Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical 

methods, including bar charts and time graphs. Solve comparison, sum and difference 

problems using information presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables, etc. 
 

 

History: 
The Ancient Greeks 
This topic is more geography, art and D&T-based than historical, but we will be learning 

a little about the ancient Greeks as we go. Most of our learning about the Greeks will be 

about the Olympics and their art. 

Chronological Understanding: We will be placing events, artefacts and historical figures 

on a timeline using dates. 

 

Geography: 
Communicating geographically: We will use symbols and keys to communicate knowledge 

of the countries of the world. 

Investigating patterns: We will describe geographical similarities and differences 

between countries. 

Investigating places: We will use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate 

countries and describe features. 

 

Art: We will create and combine shapes to create recognisable forms, include 

texture that conveys feelings, expression or movement, make our own printing blocks and 

create images, video or sound recordings (and explain why they were created). 

D&T: We will measure or weigh ingredients to the nearest gram accurately, 

follow a recipe, assemble or cook ingredients, select the most appropriate techniques for 

decorating textiles and model designs using software. 

 French: Les fêtes/Où vas-tu? Festivals and dates, gift vocabulary, numbers 

31-60, giving and understanding commands, Pancake Day vocabulary and traditions, 

information about some French cities, directions, weather and Easter. 

Music:  
Charanga: Music lessons cover several genres as well as providing the children with 

essential musical skills. 

PE: 
Developing skills and attributes in athletics, as well as ASM sessions on wellbeing and PE. 

Please note that until further notice, due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are not swimming. 

 

 

RE: 
When Jesus left, what was the impact on Pentecost? 

Note: We will be finishing off any unfinished learning on Easter from last term first. 

Topic link: World faiths. 

 

PHSE: 
Happy and Healthy Me: What keeps me healthy? What can make me ill? Drugs – 

medicines and tobacco. Good and bad habits. 

Me and Other People: Similarities and differences. Communities including Britain. 

Respect and tolerance. 

Science: 
Sound (We will finish this off from last term due to disruption.) 

We will identify how different sounds can be made, recognise 

how vibrations can travel through a medium to our ears and 

explore pitch and volume (and how to change them). 

Animals Including Humans 

Digestion, teeth, herbivores, omnivores and carnivores, food 

chains including producers, predators and prey. 

Living Things and their Habitats 

Classification keys for grouping and identification, adaptations 

and environmental changes. 

Computing:  
Spreadsheets: We will be using Microsoft Excel to organise, 

present and manipulate data in spreadsheets and also as 

graphs. We will present, format and analyse data as well as 

solving mathematical problems, often using formulae. 
 

Typing: We will be using Purple Mash and Microsoft Word to 

become more familiar with the keyboard and how to use it 

efficiently to type. We will also look at how to use the 

features of a word processor. 

  

 

Entry Point:  
We will be learning all about different exercises 

and will develop our strength and fitness through 

the term with them. 
 

Visits/Events:  
We have a day trip planned to go to Laches Wood 

Outdoor Education Centre in June. 
 

Challenge:     

Why do we warm up at the beginning of a 

workout? Why do we stretch? 

Can you design your own workout? 

Can you make any changes to your nutrition or 

your activities that are good for your health?  

 


