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VISION STATEMENT 

 

At St Anne’s we aspire to be guided in all that we do within our school and community 

by our inclusive Christian ethos. We are enthusiastic about life-long learning and share 

wisdom in serving each other and our world.  Children are encouraged to live lives of 

hope and aspiration which are inspired through acquiring new skills and attributes. 

Human dignity, which is central to the Christian Faith, is at the heart of our school. 

 

Our motto and values are built on the pillars of our inclusive Christian ethos and 

underlying principles of St Anne’s Primary School. 

  

VALUES 

 

As a result of the work of the whole school community, our school has 6 values which 

we believe will help us define who we are as members of a Christian school.  

Our chosen values are: - HONESTY, RESPECT, KINDNESS, PESERVERANCE, FAITH, 

and COMMUNITY. 

 

AIMS 

 

Our aim as a Church school is to celebrate faith 

What this means: 

We will celebrate that faith is important for many people 

We will be helped to grow in our faith 

We will treat all people as special in God’s eyes 

We will work together to promote the Christian ethos of the school. 

  

Our aim is to make St. Anne’s a caring school where we feel safe 

What this means: 

We help and care for each other as part of God’s family 

We will not accept bullying and everyone should feel valued. 

We will listen to each other and everyone will have someone they can talk to 

We will be helped to make right choices in life and stay safe.  



We will create a happy, friendly, inclusive and caring learning environment 

  

Our aim is to make St. Anne’s a fun and exciting school 

What this means: 

Our lessons will be interesting and enjoyable 

We are a creative school 

We support our learning through other activities which include after school clubs, visits 

and visitors. 

  

  

Our aim is to do well at everything we do and make a success of our lives 

What this means: 

We will always be challenged to do our best 

We will help everybody to succeed 

We will make a difference to our world 

We will provide all our pupils with access to a broad and balanced curriculum, 

encouraging aspirational learning 

  

Our aim is to be a healthy and active school 

What this means: 

We will have lots of opportunities to take part in sport 

We will know how to be a good fair sportsman or woman. 

We will know and learn how to stay healthy 

  

Our aim is to have good relationships with each other and our community 

What this means: 

We will work in partnership with parents 

We will support and involve our community and the wider world 

We know how to look after our own well-being 

 

Legislation and guidance 

 

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, 

which all maintained schools in England must teach. It also reflects requirements for 

inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of 

Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of 

governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook. 

 

Roles and responsibilities 

 

The governing board 

The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the 

headteacher to account for its implementation. 

 

The governing board will also ensure that: 



• A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational 

targets 

• Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and 

other statutory requirements 

• Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including 

children with special educational needs and disabilities. (SEND) 

• The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements 

• It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the 

curriculum 

 

Headteacher 

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 

• All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses 

to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate 

how the needs of individual pupils will be met. 

• The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is 

adequate and is reviewed by the governing board. 

• The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements. 

• The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the 

breadth and balance of the curriculum. 

• The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed 

decisions. 

• Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including 

children with SEND. 

 

Introduction 

 

Background 

 

The school has previously taught the National Curriculum in discrete subjects, using 

the QCA scheme of work units for most of the subject areas. 

English and Maths have been taught in line with National Strategies. 

 

National Curriculum September 2014 

 

The guidance issued by the DfE with the updated National Curriculum, which came into 

force in September 2014 has emphasized the opportunities for schools to develop their 

own approaches to the school curriculum, and how it is organised and taught. 

 

A thematic approach 

 

There is evidence that teaching subject knowledge and skills as part of a wider topic 

based curriculum allows pupils to make useful links between areas of learning, and 

consolidate skills. Children are also likely to be more engaged in their learning if it has a 

context and theme that runs through it. 



 

St Anne’s C.E.  Primary School has therefore developed a new thematic curriculum to 

deliver the National Curriculum and other aspects of the school curriculum, including 

PHSEE, Religious Education and Citizenship. 

 

Structure  

 

The Thematic curriculum has the following structure:  

 Half termly cross curricular topics for all year groups in Early Years and KS1. 

 Termly cross curricular topics for all year groups in KS2. 

 Each topic is led by a different curriculum area (but most subjects will be 

taught across each term.) 

 The combination of topics planned over a year will cover the statutory 

programme of study for the 2014 National Curriculum. 

 

The curriculum framework consists of: 

 

Whole School Topic Grid 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Overview of the skills and knowledge to be taught in each year group for each 

subject (Art example) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



An example overview of the Topic for each term 

 
 

Subjects 

 

As core subjects English and Maths will continue to be taught discretely. 

 

English 

Where possible links will be made with literacy genres, fiction and non-fiction books, 

guided reading books, and poetry as this has been shown to develop the thematic 

approach, and deepen learning and engagement. 

 

Maths 

There are fewer opportunities for linking Maths to topics, but where possible, areas of 

maths like data handling and measures will be linked where appropriate for pupils and to 

support Maths learning. 

 

Science 

Science will be embedded in the topics where appropriate. Some topics each year have 

a science focus and others will have less of a scientific emphasis. Science will still be 

taught weekly in all topics however. There is a separate Science over view with details 

of the programmes of study. 

 

Foundation Subjects: History, Geography, Design Technology, Art 

The Foundation subjects will be integrated into the topic, and will form the basis of 

much of the cross-curricular links. 

 

Music 

Music is taught by specialists (K2M) and will not always be topic linked. Otherwise the 

school follows the Charanga scheme of work. Other aspects of the music curriculum 



(Listening to different types of music, using ICT to create music etc) might be a part 

of topic work. 

 

PE 

PE is taught discreetly, following the separate PE scheme of work. Please see PE policy 

for details. 

 

Religious Education 

RE is a statutory part of the curriculum. The school will follow the Understanding 

Christianity and Staffordshire Agreed Syllabus for RE. Where possible topics from 

this syllabus have been matched to thematic topics across a year. 

 

PHSEE and Citizenship  

While not statutory, PHSEE and Citizenship are important aspects of our curriculum, 

and will be taught either discreetly or within a topic depending on the needs of the 

pupils in each key stage. 

Please see the separate PHSEE and Citizenship Curriculum Policies for more details. 

 

ICT and Computing 

Computing is a new curriculum area, and covers the computer science aspects of the old 

ICT curriculum. This will be generally taught as a separate subject area 

Other elements of the wider ICT curriculum will be taught alongside other curriculum 

areas, as a part of topic work. 

 

Time Allocation 

 

The original time allocations for subject areas given in the previous National Curriculum 

have been removed, and schools can organise the way they teach the foundation 

subjects much more flexibly.  

 

Coverage over a school year 

 

Although teachers are able to organise their topic teaching to best suit the subject 

areas and activities taking place, a general sense of proportion over a school year is 

useful, to ensure coverage of the curriculum and to avoid focussing too much on one 

subject area. 

 

Timetables 

The school has a timetable with non-negotiable allocations for various aspects of the 

curriculum, including English, Maths, and Guided Reading. 

 

 English and Maths will be the focus of the morning sessions. 

 Some subjects will be taught discretely in weekly sessions eg PHSEE, RE etc 

 There will be regular basic skills sessions each day, including guided reading, 

handwriting etc 



Teachers are free to arrange their afternoon timetables to make the most of cross-

curricular opportunities and the needs of pupils. Sometimes subjects and activities 

might be ‘blocked’ or run over successive afternoons, to support pupils to keep focussed 

on concepts or to consolidate skills and to allow practical work to flow. Other areas 

might be dependent on hall/room bookings and happen at a regular time each week. 

 

Planning 

 

New planning formats have been introduced as part of the new curriculum development 

Planning for each topic should comprise of the following documents: 

 

Long Term Planning 

 

There is a whole school topic grid which shows the topics for all the classes in the 

school over the year. 

 

Year Group Planning 

Topics 

 For each year group there is a more detailed outline showing each half termly or 

termly topic and the areas of learning covered. This plan also shows Key English 

texts, possible trips, key school events etc 

 

Statutory National Curriculum Programs of Study 

 For each year group there is an overview of the statutory PoS for that year 

group as given in the new national curriculum. Learning objectives are often 

general rather than specific, and can be repeated across a 2 year phase (KS1, 

LKS2 and UKS2) 

 

Termly Topic Planning 

 Staff are provided with a detailed breakdown of the Foundation Subject 

learning skills from the NC 2014 PoS for each topic, with some suggested 

activities and lessons. 

 

Half Term Planning 

Term overview 

 A week by week outline of the way activities and lessons are organised over the 

term, to maximise cross—curricular links, support progression through a subject 

and take into account trips, visitors and other school events. 

 This plan will help to support teachers to plan a realistic amount of work over a 

term and should be completed before the start of the termly topic. 

Subject Planning for a half term 

 This week by week plan is where the learning intentions will be developed 

alongside activities and lessons. It will also include differentiation/match, use of 

other adults, ICT opportunities and links to English and Maths. 

 



Launching the topic 

 

A new topic will be introduced with a planned ‘hook’ or launch activity to engage the 

pupil’s interest. This might include a series of stimulating images, an artwork, some 

music or a video clip. There will be classroom/door/book corner displays to set the 

scene. 

 

Topic Evaluation 

 

At the end of the topic pupils will revisit the initial mind map and review their learning 

over the topic. They will complete a short Topic Evaluation either independently or with 

help from an adult. In order to encourage children to show greater detail and 

understanding of the topic, HA, MA and children in KS2, may independently write and 

use the sub headings to review their leaning. Therefore, they will not need a printed 

sheet. Also, this will encourage children to share and show learning that has taken place 

throughout the topic. Teachers might also like to encourage more detailed feedback on 

the topic, and what went well and what was less successful. 

 

 

Subject Areas 

 

Pupils will be encouraged to make links between subject areas, and sometimes be 

working on more than one subject at the same time. Staff will make the subject links 

clear at the start of each lesson. This will enable subject leaders to monitor a subject 

area and see the progression as well as look at the cross-curricular outcomes. 

 

Learning Intentions 

 

Teachers will make learning intentions and success criteria (Steps to Success) clear 

during each session or lesson, and refer back to them as necessary. 

 

Marking 

 

Every piece of work is expected to be marked prior to the next lesson. Please refer to 

the marking policy. 

 

Assessment 

 

St Anne’s C.E. Primary is currently reviewing the way that foundation subjects are 

assessed. 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluating and updating the Curriculum 

 

As this is a new way of working for the school, we will be evaluating the curriculum 

termly to see how staff and pupils are responding. We can change the way topics are 

approached and delivered as we see how it works in practice. 

A curriculum review inset was held in Spring 2018, and in light of feedback received, 

the curriculum will be updated accordingly, thus ensuring that we are meeting the 

needs and interest of our children. There are many opportunities for children to 

participate and contribute to the life of the school and we encourage them to take 

responsibility and become active citizens of our school community, our local community 

and the wider world. 

 


