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FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE PERSON WITH PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 

RE : YEAR 4 SPRING TERM 2020 - NEWSLETTER 
 

 

I hope this letter finds you and yours well. We’ve had a fantastic start to the spring term in 

Year 4 already and I’m looking forward to more of the same with this wonderful class. 

 

This term our topic is called Town Mouse, Country Mouse and it is a more geography-heavy one 

than our last, which was more geared towards meeting our history objectives. There is lots of 

fun with maps, compasses and understanding both the physical landscape and human land use in 

store. 

 

In Guided Reading we are continuing to work on those key skills of retrieval, inference, etc this 

term and I am happy to report that we are doing well so far. Each week your child will visit the 

school library where they will be able to take one of the books home for the week and return 

the book the following week. It is your child’s choice of book and will usually be a book that can 

be shared with you at home maybe at home time. A love of books and reading is one of the most 

precious, important gifts anyone can give a child, the manifold benefits of which will stay with 

them for the rest of their lives. Reading encourages imagination, builds understanding, opens 

up new worlds and helps children reach their full potential in more ways than I could possibly 

list here. Please make sure that your child’s reading book and diary are in their bag every day 

as it is the school’s policy that they read at least 5 times a week. The children are reminded 

of this frequently. I always tell them that if parents are busy, then they can just as well write 

in what they have read themselves rather than bothering you! Similarly, if reading diaries are 

lost then bringing in a note to say what has been read and when is fine as well until the diary is 

found. 

 

In Maths, times tables remain a major focus for year 4, so we do a short times tables test 

every Friday to check progress. If you would like ideas of how to practise times tables with 

your child, games to play, etc. then please do not hesitate to get in touch any time. Percentages 

are STILL consistently climbing week on week, which is absolutely amazing. We started the 

year on an average score of 25%. We started last half term with an average of 62% and at the 

time of writing this letter we’re currently sitting on an average of 76%. In short, you are all 
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amazing – keep doing what you are doing because it is working! Progress like this is the stuff 

of legends. In lessons, we have got the usual mental and written methods for addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division, a good chunk on fractions, decimals and percentages 

(which, I always remind the children, are only the same thing (division) written in different 

ways!) and a nice section on geometry with 2D shapes. We have got measurement in the form 

of money, time and length in among it all too, with lots of reasoning, place value, etc. 

 

In Science this term we are looking at States of Matter and Living Things and Their Habitats. 

In addition to our usual scientific enquiries, we have Science Week to look forward to next 

week where we will be looking at the diversity of life on our planet. 

 

In computing we have moved on from the E-safety (although that is always a focus within all 

the others) and coding and now we are looking at spreadsheets and soon we will be working on 

writing for different audiences using desktop publishing, email etc. E-safety will of course be 

a big feature in the latter. 

 

Our P.E. days are Wednesday and Friday. Please ensure that your child has their P.E. kit 

permanently in school consisting of white t-shirt, black shorts and pumps, all, of course, clearly 

marked with your child’s name. Any earrings should be removed on these days and long hair 

tied securely back. During Spring term 1, the Friday session will be swimming so please ensure 

that full swimming kit is in their lockers ready for that. 

 

Homework will be sent home every Friday: a Maths piece and either an English, Science or 

topic-based piece. Homework books need to be returned to school by Thursday please. Spellings 

tasks are also given out on Fridays and are to be returned by Thursday please. Again, if there 

are ever any questions or issues please do not hesitate to get in touch any time. You will notice 

that the spellings tasks will now begin to repeat previously learned words: that is because we 

have completed our first run-through of the Year 4 statutory spellings list and are now going 

through again to make sure. The class average score across the whole of the 16-week list of 

spellings for the first run-through was 7.7 out of 10, so who knows what we will achieve by the 

end of our second run-through? Very well done for all your hard work and achievements during 

autumn term! 

 

Discipline will continue to follow the school’s system. Team points will be awarded for hard work 

and good behaviour, together with stickers and other rewards as appropriate, and we will 

continue the Star of the Week awards and our newer Vocabulary Award every week. The 

children also may earn a Values Cross if they have shown one of the school’s core values. 

 

Just a quick reminder that your child can buy toast for 30p a day. On a Friday it is muffin day 

so if you would like your child to get a muffin please send in 50p. 

 

A date for your diary (though we will send out a reminder, etc nearer the time!): you are all 

invited to a meeting on Tuesday 25th February (time to be confirmed) to discuss the details of 

our Laches Wood trip (which I am really looking forward to – it sounds great from what Mr. 
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Hobson tells me!) and then we have our next Parents’ Evening on 27th February. I know how 

short and rushed Parents’ Evening appointments can be, so if you ever want to schedule a chat 

about how your child is doing, or have any questions, I am always more than happy to do so.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr.  J. Nixon 

Year 4 Teacher 
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