
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Grammar: organises words to make the 

meaning of a sentence clear 

 

 

 

 

 

Grammar and Punctuation 

 

Dictionary 



Word class 
 

Noun Name of a person, object, place or thing 

ie. The black dog stood still. 

Adjective Describes a noun 

ie. The black dog stood still. 

Verb Doing word 

ie. She walked slowly down the road. 

Adverb Describes a verb 

ie. She walked slowly down the road. 

 

Types of Noun 

 

Proper noun A particular person, place or thing. Needs a 

capital letter. 

ie. Adam, Paris, Friday 

Collective noun A group of people or things 

ie. family, crowd, flock 

Pronoun Can be used instead of a noun to avoid repeating 

it. 

ie. The bird pecked the apple and ate it as he sat 

on the bench. 

 

Connectives 

 

Links words or sentences together: 

 

 and 

 because 

 although  

 so 

 yet 



 

Preposition 

 

Shows how things are related. It can describe the position of 

something, the time when something happens, or the way in 

which something is done. 

 

above  against  behind  below 

 

on  onto  outside  through 

 

 

 

Phrases 

 

Determiner or 

article 

Goes in front of a noun and adjective to tell 

you which person or thing the sentence is 

about or how many of them there are. 

ie. The little, green bird pecked one juicy 

apple and ate it on a branch.  

Phrase A group of words which makes sense, does 

not contain a verb. 

ie. The green bird sat on the fence. 

Noun phrase Two or more words that act as a noun 

ie. tiny seed 

Adjectivial phrase Group of words that act as an adjective 

ie. It was a very greedy bird. 

Adverbial phrase Group of words that act as an adverb 

ie. The bird ate the apple as fast as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Clauses 

 

Main clause Group of words in a sentence that make sense 

alone. All clauses have a verb. 

Subordinate 

clause 

Gives more meaning to the main clause, does 

not make sense on its own. 

ie. Although it was raining, they still went to 

the park. 

 

 

Subject, Verb and Object. 

 

The bird pecked the apple. 

 

Tenses 

 

Shows when the action is taking place. 

 

Past Something that has already happened. Normally 

ends in an -ed 

Present Something that is happening right now 

 

 

Language 

 

Formal language Used in official or formal situations. 

ie. Official letters, forms, emails to people we 

don't know 

Informal language Used in everyday situations- the way we 

speak. 

ie. emails to friends and family, text 

messages, 



 

large   huge   massive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

enormous  gigantic    

 

 

 

 

little      miniature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

small     tiny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synonyms: 
 

Big  

Antonyms: 
 

Big  



Punctuation: used in sentences to make the 

sentence clear 

 
Type of punctuation Use 

Full stop Comes at the end of a sentence 

Capital letter 1. Start of a sentence 

2. Proper noun 

Question mark At the end of a question 

Exclamation mark Shows that something is urgent or 

surprising or in anger 

Comma 1. Can separate things in a list 

ie. There are pens, pencils, sharpeners 

and rubbers in my desk. 
2. Show a break in a sentence 

ie. I like swimming, but I love ice skating. 
3. Separate the main clause from the 

subordinate clause 

ie. Although it is raining, I am still going 

out. 

Colon 1. Introduces a list 

ie. I love the following foods: apples, 

bananas and grapes. 
2. Separates 2 parts of sentence, where the 

information after the colon is extra 

information 

ie. The bird eats lots of snacks: he needs 

energy for flying. 

 

 

 

 



Semi colon 1. Can be used to show a break in a 

sentence that is longer or more important 

than a comma 

ie. The girl had never been more terrified; 

she backed away, but there was nowhere 

to hide. 
2. Can be used in lists to separate longer 

phrases 

ie. I need yoghurt; as many bananas as 

you have; a tub of vanilla ice cream; and 

chocolate to sprinkle on top 

Brackets Extra information goes inside brackets. If 

you take that information out, the sentence 

still makes sense. 

Speech 

marks/inverted 

commas 

Show when people are actually speaking. 

ie. “We're late,” I said 

Ellipsis 1. Can create suspense 

ie. The noise stopped suddenly... then they 

all saw it! 
2. When a sentence is not finished for 

effect. 

ie. Don't tell me... 

Dash Used to explain an afterthought 

ie. We catch the bus- the blue one- at 

3.15pm at the station. 

Apostrophe 1. To show letters are missing in a 

contraction 

ie. didn't= did not 
2. Can show ownership or possession 

ie. The boy's pen (the pen belonging to the 

boy) 
 


