
St. Anne’s C.E. Primary School 

PARENT INFORMATION-PLANS FOR FULL OPENING FROM  

WEDNESDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

On Thursday July 2nd, the Prime Minister has confirmed that schools and nurseries across England will open fully 

in September 2020. Since then, the Senior Leadership Team and Governors have been using the guidance to plan 

how school reopen. I apologise for the length of this document and the amount of information this contains, but 

I am sure that you understand this is necessary. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Previously, following feedback parents and carers liked the FAQs approach to reopening; therefore, we have 

decided to outline our plans as before. 

 

WHAT ESSENTIAL MEASURES ARE SCHOOLS BEING ASKED TO COMPLY WITH? 

Schools are being asked to comply with the following measures: 

 a requirement that children, staff or parents who are ill stay at home. 

 a robust hand and respiratory hygiene regime. 

 enhanced cleaning arrangements 

 active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

 consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing 

 

We are asking that parents and carers support us and themselves comply with the above five requirements. 

 

SHOULD MY CHILD ATTEND SCHOOL?  

It is expected that ALL pupils in ALL year groups will return to school full-time in September 2020. School re-

opens for pupils from Wednesday 2nd September with the exception of next year’s reception class who have a 

transitional start. This has been communicated separately to Reception 2020 parents and carers. Our ‘normal’ 

attendance rules apply and these can be found in our Attendance Policy on our website. For parents who have 

particular anxieties or concerns, we hope this document aligns some of fears, but if they still persist please do 

not hesitate to contact the school. 

 

WILL SOCIAL DISTANCING BE EXPECTED AT SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN? 

We are ensuring that we are minimising the number of contacts a child has during the school day. Children will be 

kept in consistent class groups and not come into regular contact with children from other classes with the 

exception of Kids Club (see below). Teachers and staff will be able to operate across different classes, but we 

have timetabled staff to ensure minimum changes. Staff will be asked to keep 2m (where possible) from each 

other, but children will not. Staff will be asked, only where possible to keep 2m from children, but it is recognised 

within primary school this is not possible. Staff will be avoiding close face to face contact and minimise time 

spent within 1m of a child; however, this is not possible for those children who need close contact care or have 

complex needs. These children’s educational and care support needs will be met as normal. Where children are 

old enough, they will be encouraged to maintain distance and not touch staff or their peers. This is not possible 

for the younger children, but even doing this for some of the time helps. 

 

HOW WILL THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AT SCHOOL CHANGE TO ADHERE TO NEW HYGIENE 

GUIDELINES?  

Children from Year 2 upwards (and Year 1 partly through the year) will be asked to sit in rows at their tables and 

be sat side to side. The Reception class and Year 1 initially will operate as normally. Classes will be kept apart 

which means large gatherings such as assemblies and worship will not take place in the hall. Worship will still take 

place in classrooms. Movement around the school for pupils will be minimised and classes will move as a group when 

going for break or lunch. Passing in the corridor is considered low risk, but staggered movement times (see below) 



will further minimise this. Staff will be sending transition letters this week for their new classes which may 

include details or pictures of the classroom environment. 

 

WHAT ARE DROP OFF AND COLLECTION TIMES? 

To minimise contact between different classes it is necessary that drop-off and collection times are staggered 

and different entrances used. These will be manned to assist parents and carers in the first few days. 

 

Each class of children (bubble) will have a designated entrance and exit into school. Please note that only minimum 

adults should be on the playground when bringing their child to school and times of dropping off and collecting- 

these times must be adhered to.  

 

The start of the day and the end of the day will be staggered by via classes for all children: 

 

CLASS ARRIVAL TIME PICK UP TIME ENTRANCE 

Reception 8.40am 3.05pm New Lane entrance and 

line up on the ramp 

immediately 

Year 1 8.40am 3.05pm St Anne’s Vale (Y2 door) 

Year 2 9.00am 3.25pm  St Anne’s Vale (Y2 door) 

Year 3 8.50am  3.15pm  New Lane entrance and 

line up at the Y3 fire door 

immediately 

Year 4 8.50am  3.15pm  Village Hall car park 

entrance and line up at 

the office immediately 

Year 5 9.00am 3.25pm New Lane entrance and 

line up at the Y5 fire door 

immediately 

Year 6 9.00am 3.25pm Village Hall car park 

entrance and line up at 

the office immediately 

 

 

Whilst these times might cause inconvenience, this is necessary to ensure that classes do not mix unnecessarily. 

Upon arriving on the school site children should immediately line up at the designated point. Upon collecting, 

parents and carers should leave the site immediately. Please be prompt in adhering to these times. Again, normal 

procedures will be applied for lateness or children not collected. 

 

Please be aware these timings are preliminary and until we start operating in September it will be difficult to 

know whether we are able to keep classes apart and allow enough times for handwashing.  

 

WILL SCHOOL ENSURE REGULAR HAND WASHING?  

Absolutely! This is a fundamental safety precaution that will be in place. There will be clear expectations for all 

pupils and staff to wash their hands several times per day. This must happen upon arriving at school, after break 

times, before and after eating as a minimum. We are in the process of hopefully ensuring that all classrooms have 

access to hot running water and that there are hand-gel or sanitiser stations at all entrance points and in the 

classrooms. We will expect children to be rota’ d to use hand washing or sanitiser points throughout the day by 

the class teacher. 

 

WILL CHILDREN BE EXPECTED TO WEAR SCHOOL UNIFORM WHEN THEY RETURN TO SCHOOL?  

All children will be expected to wear full ‘normal’ school uniform. Year 3 children should remember that they 

should now wear ties as they are entering Key Stage 2. From Reception to Year 3, children should have an outdoor 

P.E. kit that is kept in school and should be worn for P.E. lessons. These classes will change for P.E. as normal in 

their classrooms. Due to restrictions on children using different rooms, and the difficulties in school allowing 



girls and boys to segregate for changing, Years 4-6 should ensure a pair of trainers is left in school for P.E. These 

classes will initially be taking part in P.E. lessons in their uniform and trainers.   

 

WHAT CAN MY CHILD DRINK THROUGHOUT THE DAY? 

Drinking water will be available all day – children should ensure that a water bottle is in school at all times. This 

will be sent home every night for cleaning. This can be refilled during the day. 

 

HOW WOULD BREAK/LUNCH TIMES WORK? WOULD SNACKS AND LUNCH BE PROVIDED AS BEFORE?  

Break times will be staggered with each class allocated a particular play zone for use throughout the day. The 

different playgrounds will be divided into two so that different classes do not come into regular contact with 

each other. Children are able to purchase toast through School Money. This MUST be purchased by a Sunday 

evening for the following week or we are unable to serve it. This will be delivered to the classrooms at break 

times. No cash must be brought into school.  

 

At Lunchtimes- the one member of staff who is designated to the class will stay with the children and the serving 

and eating of lunches will be staggered to ensure that children do not come into regular contact with children 

from different classes. A hot meal will be provided by the kitchen for Universal Free School Meals (all Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2 children). Children in Key Stage 2 will be available to purchase a packed / cold lunch on school 

money.  Years 3 and 5 will eat their packed lunches in their classrooms, whilst the rest of the school will eat in 

different zones and staggered sittings in the hall. Children bringing lunchboxes from home should bring them as 

usual.  

 

HOW WILL CHILDREN ACCESS TOILETS? 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children will use the infant boys and girl’s toilets, whilst Years 3-6 will use the junior 

boys and girl’s toilets. The guidance is very clear that different classes don’t need to be allocated their own toile 

blocks. Increased ventilation will be applied to the toilets. There will also be an increased cleaning schedule and 

children will be encouraged to wash their hands after visiting the toilet. 

 

WHAT CURRICULUM WILL MY CHILD RECEIVE? 

We are planning on implementing our usual broad and balanced curriculum as much as possible. Upon arriving back 

at school, staff will be informally assessing children so that they can plan to address any gaps that may exist in 

key areas of phonics, reading writing or maths. However, we are striving that any gaps can be filled alongside our 

normal curriculum. A few minor changes will take place. Computing lessons will take place in the classrooms; indoor 

PE will be replaced by outdoor well-being and whole school worship replaced by class worship. We will strive to 

provide education to your child as much as normal. 

 

WILL MY CHILD BE GOING ON EDUCATIONAL VISITS? 

Whilst St Anne’s recognises the value of educational visits and the DfE have stated that these can go ahead as 

normal, we have taken the decision not to run educational visits that require coach journeys next term. This will 

be reviewed for the Spring term. 

 

WILL CHILDREN SHARE RESOURCES AS BEFORE? HOW WILL CLASSROOMS AND EQUIPMENT BE 

SANITISED AFTER USE?  

Children will have individual resources such as stationary allocated to them which will be kept in either own 

drawers or desks. Equipment that is used solely by the class will be cleaned as usual; however, equipment that is 

shared between classes will either be cleaned between different class use or quarantined for 48 hours. Reading 

books (and homework) will be sent home, but upon returning to school they will again be quarantined for 48 hours 

before returning to the library. Due to the nature of the Early Years curriculum, Reception class will be sharing 

resources between themselves. Classrooms will be cleaned thoroughly each day.  

 

WHAT CAN MY CHILD BRING FROM HOME? 

Children may bring a small bag from home that contains their lunch, drink, homework or school book in. Please 

ensure this bag is small so that it can fit in the locker. A coat may also be brought. Wellingtons may be requested 

for different children or classes. Depending on the weather sun-cream and a hat may also be brought in. P.E. kits 

/ trainers should be left at school. No stationary should be brought from home; we will provide children with 

everything that they need. Children in Years 5 and 6, who walk home, may bring a mobile phone to school (with 



permission sought through the office), which will be stored in a box in the classroom store cupboard. School 

cannot accept any liability for lost or broken mobile phones and should children be found with their phone on them 

during the day, they will not be allowed to bring them into school.   

 

WILL THE CHILDREN HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMPLETE EXERCISE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY?  

Outdoor learning and exercise will form a large part of the routine for all children each day. This does not replace 

the need to exercise outside of school however. Whilst indoor PE in the hall cannot take place due to the confined 

space, we have planned for all classes to have an outdoor PE session and an outdoor ‘well-being’ session during the 

week. There will also be active breaks regularly throughout the day. 

 

WILL THE STAFF BE WEARING MASKS/PPE?  

The guidance does state that it is not necessary for staff to wear masks, gloves and aprons unless they are 

carrying out activities that would usually require the use of personal protective equipment (First Aid) or if a child, 

young person or other learner becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in their setting and needs 

supervision until they can return home.  

 

HOW WILL BEHAVIOUR BE MONITORED? 

Our existing Behaviour Policy, rules and routines remain in place. Children will be expected to adapt and follow 

the guidelines. We will have a teaching focus on integrating back into school and positive well-being during the 

first few weeks of school. This will be continuously monitored. 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE  

The school office will be closed to parents until further notice. Parents and carers should not try to enter the 

school building unless they have a pre-arranged appointment. We will then need to record contact details. Any 

questions or queries should be made via email, text or on the phone. If we do need to arrange meetings with 

parents these may be held via video or over the phone.  

 

WHAT IF MY CHILD IS SHIELDING OR SELF-ISOLATING? 

The majority of children should be able to return to school. Shielding pauses on August 1st which means that even 

the small number of pupils who are on the shielded patient list should be able to return to school, as can those 

who have family members who are shielding.  

 

WHAT HAPPENS IF A CHILD OR STAFF MEMBER SHOWS SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS?  

If a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, we will isolate them in 

a designated room and arrange for them to go home straight away. The room will be deep cleaned immediately 

afterwards. They will be advised to self-isolate for 7 days and their fellow household members (including siblings) 

should self-isolate for 14 days. The child or staff member must get tested in this scenario. Even if the test 

comes backs negative that child or adult must not return to school until all symptoms have passed. 

 

Where the child or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class within school may be sent home and 

advised to self-isolate for 14 days. This will be decision of Public Health England and Staffordshire Health and 

Safety in-line with communication with the school. The other household members of that wider group do not need 

to self-isolate unless the child or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms.  

 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO MY CHILD’S LEARNING IF THE CLASS OR SCHOOL SHOULD CLOSE? 

It remains a possibility that a local lockdown or closure of a class or the school could happen. Should this happen 

we will switch to our remote online learning procedures that many of you will have been familiar with over the 

past few months. Communication will be via DoJo and email addresses. Please ensure that the office has your up 

to date contact details.  

 

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL BE CLEANED? 

We will be continuing to operate an increased cleaning and disinfecting routine within school. We will have a 

cleaner on site at times during the day to clean areas that are used regularly by different groups. E.g. toilets, 

tables between lunch settings. Children will also be educated in good hygiene and be encouraged to clean their 

own work area. Each class will have their own cleaning kit. A full clean of the school will take place as normal from 

3:30pm. 



 

WILL KIDS CLUB RUN? 

Kids Club will reopen as usual from Wednesday 2nd September. Children, who attend in the morning will be taken 

to their classrooms in the morning at the designated time. Children should be dropped off and collected through 

the back of the hall door from the village hall car-park. Children, who attend after-school will be taken to the 

hall after school from 3.05pm. Children will be kept in small consistent groups in the hall. For example, Reception 

and Year 1 will have one area. Years 2,3 and 4 another and Years 5 and 6 another. Please note, Kids Club will close 

at 6.00 p.m. Breakfast and snacks will still be provided. For more information, please contact the Kids Club staff. 

 

AND FINALLY… 

Hopefully, this gives you the information that you need to understand how school will be working from September. 

I know that none of this is ideal and the pressures on parents and families is huge at this time. I hope that we as 

a school can operate as normally as possible with the above small adaptations. 

 

It has been an incredible summer term, one that none of us could have predicted. I am immensely proud of how 

the school and the community have reacted over the last few months and must personally thank all of the staff 

for their hard-work and the parents for your wonderful support too. Everyone at St Anne’s wishes that you have 

a lovely summer break and holiday- staying safe and looking after yourselves. Hopefully, in September, some 

degree of normality will continue to reign. 

 

 

Mr E.J. Hobson 

Headteacher 

 

 


