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Dear Parents and Friends
Welcome to St Anne’s, please come along and visit us soon!
St Anne’s is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School, in the centre of the village
of Brown Edge. The School is within Staffordshire Local Authority at the edge in the city of Stoke
on Trent. It caters for children between 4 and 11 years of age. About half the school’s pupils live
in the village and the others live in the city of Stoke on Trent. 

The School is dedicated to St. Anne, with the school buildings next to the parish church. The
parish priest leads worship in the school each week and is a member of our Governing Body.
Collective worship is also led by the headteacher and members of the teaching staff.  Each term
every class invites their parents and friends, to join us, when the children, lead class worship.
Other church leaders are invited to contribute to our worship on a regular basis. 

Our Christian character supports our pupils to become independent and confident learners. All
children receive a broad and balanced curriculum with great importance placed on the acquisition
of Literacy and Numeracy skills. We also aim to develop children’s physical, creative, social,
emotional, moral and spiritual learning.

The School has one class for each year group with a teaching assistant supporting each day. We
have specialist teaching of literacy and maths across Key Stage 2, while across the rest of the
School each teacher takes their own class for literacy and numeracy and a range of other subjects. 

With parents, the church and the community, we work to develop children’s social skills. We
encourage the children to develop self discipline and good relationships with other children and
adults. Our School Council has developed a strong sense of community and worked closely to help
the School to listen and take account of the “pupil voice”.

I have included quotes from our latest Ofsted report October 2012 and the local authority
Commissioned review November 2014 to give an over view of the school’s work. 

If you have any particular questions, please ask when you visit the school.

Best wishes 

Mrs Val Hall

Headteacher
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The School Aims
At St Anne’s C.E. (V.C.) Primary School we
aim to:-

= Work together to promote the Christian 
ethos of our School

= Create a happy, friendly, inclusive and 
caring learning environment

= Provide all our pupils with access to a 
broad and balanced curriculum, 
encouraging aspirational learning

= Pursue the highest standards of 
achievements in all areas of the school’s 
curriculum

= Praise and acknowledge effort and success

= Support our high quality Staff and 
Governors with continual professional 
development

= To further develop a partnership between 
pupils, parents, governors, teachers and 
the wider community

= Improve the physical resources and 
environment of our school

Because we value:-

= The Christian nature of our School, its 
atmosphere and relationship with the local

community

= Good behaviour and mutual respect

= The development of the whole child

= The values of the “Inclusive School”

= Preparing for lifelong learning

= Our approachable, dedicated and friendly 
staff

= The governors, parents and wider 
community involvement

St. Anne’s was one of the first
schools in the local authority that
was judged under the new Ofsted

framework September 2012.

Ofsted October 2012 said:

“This is a good school:

• Children achieve well in the Early Years
Foundation Stage. Their good progress continues
in reading, writing and mathematics in Years 1 to
6. All groups achieve well, including disabled
pupils and those who have special educational
needs

• Teaching is good. Teachers provide pupils with a
wide range of interesting and engaging
experiences that they enjoy. Relationships in
lessons are positive and pupils work hard

• Pupils’ behaviour is good and they make a strong
contribution to the well-ordered school and the
smooth flow of lessons. Pupils’ attitudes to
learning are positive. They feel extremely safe
in school and have a good understanding of how
to keep themselves safe and secure

• The headteacher’s drive to improve the school is
enthusiastically shared by staff. Leaders,
including the governing body, successfully use
training to improve the quality of teaching

• Since the last inspection leaders have improved
the standard of pupil’s writing and the progress
pupils make in lessons. This means that the
school has a good capacity to improve further”  

We have also included other
statements from the Ofsted report

from their 2012 visit which 
judged St Anne’s to be a 

“GOOD SCHOOL”.

Our Mission Statement

“Making Learning a Life Long Friend”
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Prospective Entrants
Parents considering sending their children to the
School should initially contact the School and make
an appointment to meet the Headteacher.  Parents
will then have an opportunity to visit the School with
their children.

Admission Procedure
The School has a published admission number (PAN)
of 30.  If the number of applications for admission
to the School exceeds 30, the following order of
priority is used to allocate the available places.

Admissions Criteria September 2015
i. Looked after children / children with an

Education Health Care Plan (stating St Anne’s
as the preferred setting)

ii. Pupils, who at the time of the application, have
a sibling in attendance at the School

iii. Residence in the catchment area of the School

iv. Parents or guardians active in membership* of
the Anglican Church. (A letter from clergy may
be requested)

v. Parents or guardians active in membership* of
another Christian Trinitarian Church. (A letter
from clergy may be requested)

vi. Children of non-Christian parents or guardians,
who wish their child to experience a Christian
education

vii. School being the nearest school to the child's
home when measuring by the shortest road
route. (This may be used as a decider in a
tiebreak situation).

(*Active membership means at least participation in all
major Christian Festivals and regular attendance at
church services).
Further details and updates are on the school website.

Admission of Reception Age
Children
All pupils are admitted at the beginning of the
School year following their fourth birthday.

Admissions Procedure
In response to a request for a place for a child at
St. Anne’s C.E. (V.C.) Primary School, parents will
be sent the following: -

1. Information containing the admission criteria
and an online application form will be sent to
all registered parents directly from the LA.
in the Spring term. Parents can apply on line
by following the link
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/admissions

2. Parents who live in Stoke on Trent must apply
Admissions/Transport Team Leader (South) -
01782 236867 Admissions/Transport Team
Leader (North)- 01782 236885 Email:
admissions@stoke.gov.uk 

3. Early in the summer term a letter will be
sent by the LA offering a place at the
School, or stating that no place is available

4. Details of the appeals procedure is available
from the LA.

The School is part of the Endon
High School pyramid and pupils at
St Anne’s have a guarantee of a
place at Endon High School for

their secondary education.

Useful Information
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School Uniform
Our Parents expressed a preference for school uniform.
It encourages children to take a pride in their
appearance and leads them to be self disciplined and
organised. It also fosters a sense of belonging to a
community and an awareness of the responsibilities that
it involves.

Our School colours are red and grey/black

Girls
= Grey skirt / trousers or pinafore dress
= White blouse or polo shirt
= School sweatshirt or red jumper or cardigan
= Summer – red and white gingham dress (optional)

Boys
= Black/grey trousers
= White shirt or white polo shirt
= School sweatshirt or red jumper
= Summer- short black/grey trousers (optional)

Sensible black shoes should be worn for School. School
sweatshirts, cardigans, polo shirts and school coats all
embroidered with the school logo are available through
Motif Marketing in Milton and the National Uniform
Shop in Hanley

To participate fully in physical education your child will
need a PE bag for:-

= Black pumps  = Black shorts  = White T-shirt

Trainers, football boots and tracksuits may also be used.
The kit should be kept in school throughout the school
week.

Swimmers will need a swimming bag with:- 

= Suitable one piece swimming costume or trunks
= Swimming hat for children with long hair
= Towel

The wearing of jewellery is discouraged.  Children may
wear ear studs but these must be removed for PE, dance
and swimming. Protective clothing is available in school
for Art and Design and Technology work. The pupils may
also be asked to bring wellingtons for some outdoor work.

“Making Learning a Life Long Friend”

The School Day 
The organisation of the School Day is normally
as follows:-

Reception and Key Stage 1 (Infants)

09:00 to 10:35 Registration and Work 
Period

10:35  to 10:50 Break time (Fruit is given 
free and milk for the 4 year
olds).

10:50 to 11:50 Work Period

11:50 to 13:00 Lunch Time

13:00 to 13:55 Work Period

13:55 to 14:05 Break Time

14:05 to 15:00 Work Period

15:00 to 15:25 Worship

Time set for teaching each week (excluding
breaks and assemblies) is 21 hours 50 minutes.

Key Stage 2 (Juniors)

09:00 to 10:35 Registration and Work 
Period

10:35 to 10:50 Break Time. 
(Fruit may be eaten)

10:50 to 12:00 Work period

12:00 to 13:00 Lunch Time

13:00 to 13:55 Work Period

13:55 to 14:05 Break Time

14:05 to 15:00 Work Period

15:00 to 15:25 Worship

Total teaching time 23.5 hours.

A teacher is on duty in the playground 10
minutes before School commences and at break
times.  At lunchtime the pupils are cared for by
a team of supervisor assistants. 

Each class holds a class assembly on a Friday. 
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All Clothing Must Be Named
The school uniform will be monitored by the
Headteacher and School staff to ensure that
standards are maintained.

Rules and Discipline
Discipline in the school is very fair but firm.

= The school intends to create and maintain a 
happy atmosphere conducive to effective 
teaching and learning

= The school will challenge the unacceptable 
behaviour, to support the development of 
responsible young people

= The aim of the School is that the children should
develop self-discipline and understand the need 
for self-control. As a result, behaviour is good 
but, should sanctions be necessary, these would 
normally involve a loss of privilege

= Parents have always welcomed and supported this
emphasis on good discipline and, as a result, 
unacceptable behaviour and bullying are rare

= The School rules are made for the children’s 
safety and protection and to encourage them to 
take care of themselves, others and their 
environment

= The children are expected to behave with 
consideration and respect for others, to be 
polite and honest and act responsibly. We have a 
Home/ School Agreement and each one is signed 
by the parent, the child and the Head teacher. 
The child keeps one copy and the school keeps 
one copy.

Across Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 the school
uses a “Going for Green” scheme 

A copy of the School rewards and sanctions can be
seen around the school.

“Pupils have a good understanding of what constitutes bullying. For example, they understand cyber-bullying,
how to avoid it and what to do if they encounter it. They say that bullying is unheard of, and this is supported
by School records. Pupils are highly confident that any bullying would be quickly resolved by the school.”
Ofsted 2012

Attendance, Absence, Illness
and Accident
Regular attendance at School is vital and any
breaks mean that the child is missing valuable
learning. 
The School has implemented the DfE ruling that
children will not be granted any holidays in term
time, any absence will be marked as
unauthorised unless there are exceptional
circumstances. There have been further
changes across Staffordshire, since February
2015, involving penalty notices, for those
parents taking their child out of School in term
time without the Headteacher’s permission -
full details are on our website.
If your child is absent from School, please ring
the School on the first day of absence. Any
absence that has not been notified by telephone
will be followed up by the Headteacher or
Secretary.  A note will also be required if a child
is to be excused from physical education, dance
or swimming.
Normally, if a child needs medicine as prescribed
by the doctor, the child should not be in School
until the doctor has advised the parents that the
child may return to School. Only if the medicine is
a long term treatment i.e. asthma, can
arrangements be made for the medicine to be
given during the school day. This is facilitated
through a “Care Plan” whereby the medical needs
of the child are met by arrangement with the
parents and staff. 
In an emergency, we must be able to contact
parents as soon as possible. Please make sure that
the School is informed of any change of address
and telephone number from that given at the
initial time of enrollment. Please also give the
School your contact numbers.



Curriculum 
= The School adheres to the new National Curriculum 

(2014) requirements in all subjects areas including 
Science, ICT, RE, PHSE, Music, Art, Design and 
Technology, PE, History and Geography

= French is taught across Key stage 2
= We have developed our Literacy and Numeracy in line 

with the NNC
= Use of target setting for each child to ensure 

progress.

“Attainment was above average (national and LA statistics)
in reading, writing and mathematics at the end of Year 6 in
2012.”                                                             Ofsted 2012

Literacy Involves
= A personalised, structured and creative programme of

teaching that ensures continuity and progression
= Development of speaking and listening skills 
= A comprehensive structured phonic programme helping

children to build appropriate skills essential for 
reading and spelling

= Reading skill progression which uses guided and 
individual learning to develop comprehension skills

= A School handwriting policy which encourages neat 
presentation and progression of letter formation 
leading to a fluent cursive style

= Text based literacy lessons that develop opportunities
for extended writing activities for a range of 
purposes and audiences helping pupils to become 
competent writers

= Development of a good knowledge of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

“Pupils have developed good skills in linking letters to the
sounds they make (phonics). Older pupils are avid readers
because the school provides them with a broad range of
interesting reading matter.” (Ofsted 2012)

Starting School
Early Years Foundation Stage 
The reception children follow the Early
Years Foundation Stage framework, (2012)
working towards the Early Learning goals.
All children start School with different
levels of confidence and competence.  From
this base the children in the Foundation
Stage are given quality learning experiences
which enable them to learn and develop at
their own pace and to have their
achievements praised and recognised. The
children learn through structured play.  

“In the Reception class, children are keen to
investigate and experiment. As a result, they
gain a good level of independence in managing
their own learning. For example, in a good
Reception lesson, children were making rapid
progress in recognising numbers and adding
numbers together.”                  (Ofsted 2012)

The Curriculum is based around the 7 areas
of learning, Communication and Language,
Physical Development, Personal, Social and
Emotional Development, Literacy,
Mathematics, Understanding of the World,
Expressive Arts and Design.

“In the Early Years Foundation Stage
classes, teachers plan an appropriate balance
of adult-led and child-chosen activities in
the well-resourced setting. Learning takes
place inside and outdoors, and provision
develops children’s understanding of the
world at large and promotes their physical
and creative development effectively.
Leaders check carefully that their
assessments of children’s levels and progress
are accurate.” (Ofsted 2012)

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
In Years 1 to 6 the School follows the
National Curriculum guidelines, providing a
broad and balanced curriculum encouraging
high standards of achievement. The School
works hard to create a happy, friendly,
inclusive and caring learning environment. 

“Pupils are polite, enthusiastic and have
positive attitudes towards school and
learning. They cooperate and collaborate well
in groups.” (Ofsted 2012)



Celebration of Achievements
We have a weekly “Celebration” assembly.  The children
are awarded with stickers and certificates for their
good work, effort and improvement as well as good
behaviour, caring and kindness.  The children are also in
School Teams and gain team points. The points are
celebrated on a board in the School Hall.  Any out of
school achievements are celebrated and communicated
to parents in the weekly School newsletter.

Children’s Progress
All the children have individual targets which are
updated regularly at least each half term.  Parents are
invited to attend a progress evening in October, to
discuss how the children have settle into their new
classes and share targets for future progress.  In the
second term there is a second Parents’ Evening to report
on children’s progress.

Parents’ receive a full written report during the second
half of the summer term and have an opportunity to
discuss this with the class teacher. 

Teachers are always pleased to meet with parents if
they are worried about anything concerning their child
and will endeavour to work together for the benefit of
the children. The Headteacher is available to see
parents at a mutually convenient time.

Special Needs
St. Anne’s is an inclusive school and is proud the support
given to all learners. The Special Educational Needs
Coordinator works closely with class teachers, teaching
assistants and parents to support all the pupils and
ensure that appropriate learning programmes are in
place and that children make good progress.

“Disabled pupils and those who have special educational
needs concentrate well in lessons. Their good progress is
secured by effective teaching, which enables them to
achieve small but challenging next steps in learning.”
(Ofsted 2012)
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Numeracy Involves 
= A structured programme of teaching that 

ensures continuity and progression
= Development of mental maths skills
= Problem solving skills
= A range of opportunities to use and apply 

mathematical strategies in their learning
= The children develop their mathematical 

concepts through: 
i. Discussion and practical activities where 

appropriate
ii. Investigative work and problem solving
iii. Working co-operatively in groups, sharing

the tasks, collaborating and supporting 
one another

iv. Working individually

“Pupils’ ability to apply their calculation skills to
solve mathematical problems is well developed.”
(Ofsted 2012)

Assessment 
In order to inform us of the progress and
achievements of every child, we have an     on-
going assessment system. The day to day
assessments allow us to understand “what each
learner knows” and “what they need to do to
improve”.  These assessments allow learners and
their teachers set achievable targets which will
support future learning. 

Extra support is provided for any pupil that is
falling below their targets. 

We also use end of year assessments which
include the EYFS, KS1, and KS2 SATs. The School
is developing assessment without levels, using
national assessments that give both standardised
scores and age related scores from the NNC
expectations.
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Transition to the High School
The School has developed excellent transition
procedures with Endon High School. The High School
staff visit the School and work with our teaching
staff and pupils to train our children as playground
leaders. 

Pupils visit Endon High School for a range of
activities including multi sports events. In Year 6
there is a transition programme a support a smooth
integration into year 7 through team building and PE
activities and for taster days in Year 6 

If you chose another local High School we can
accommodate their transitional arrangements.  

“This is a securely good school with many outstanding
features. Everything is in place to improve further
and it has the expertise and experience in leadership
to make this happen. Staffing is strong and there is
tremendous commitment from the governors. The
school has the capacity within its own resources to
secure further improvements.”    Local Authority
Commissioned review Nov 2014



Extra-Curricular Activities
As well as a range after school and lunchtime clubs,
the school offers French throughout Key Stage 2.

In the last year the school offered clubs in:

Cookery, Dance, Football, Gardening, High Fives,
Cricket, Athletics, Cross Country, Rounders, Maths,
Programming, Chatterbooks, Gardening, “Glee” and a
Nature Club. 

The School teams have successfully represented the
School in a range of sporting activities.  

The School also offers all Year 6 pupils, a week’s
camp during the autumn term at one of
Staffordshire’s outdoor activity centres. 

The School has completed the “National Healthy
Schools’” and “Dyslexia Friendly Schools” at level 1
and most recently the “Silver Sport Award”.

K2M is taught to all Year 3 children, giving the
children an opportunity to start to learn to play a
brass instrument. Instrumental tuition is available in
school for brass, woodwind, including recorders and
string instruments.  A subsidised charge is made for
instrumental tuition provided by peripatetic music
teachers and for instrumental rental. Children are
taught in ability groups.

There are regular School trips linked to the
curriculum and visitors are invited to the School to
support the pupils learning experiences. There are
also links with Christchurch CE Primary in Fenton.
The children enjoy visits to each other’s schools and
gain an insight into children’s lives that are different
to their own.   We also have “Special Days”, most
recently these included Science, National book week
events, RE and PHSE days.  Parents are regularly
invited into School to attend class lead worship. 

The School is proud of the tradition of Nativity and
plays at Christmas and a Leavers’ Play the end of the
School year. The local parish priest visits the school
weekly and at the main Christian festivals, the whole
school visits the Church of St. Anne’s in Brown Edge

School Council 
The School has an active School Council elected by
the pupils from Year 1 to Year 6. The Council meet
regularly to discuss a variety of issues including
lunchtimes, charity events and issues about the
school buildings, behaviour and healthy eating. Their
ideas are valued and acted upon as part of the
School Development planning process. 

Lunchtime Arrangements
We have a healthy eating policy, with fruit available
for all Early Years and Key Stage 1 children and
healthy snacks available for all pupils from the

school kitchen.  All the children are encouraged to
bring water bottles to drink throughout the day and
can refill them in school.

School meals are prepared on the premises by our
kitchen staff.  The menu is sent home to allow
parents to help their children choose a healthy
varied diet. Those not wanting to take a school lunch
may bring a packed lunch from home.  All the
children eat together in mixed age groups in the
lunch hall.  

PTFA
The Parent Teachers and Friends Association are
active in the school, all new parents are part of the
PTFA and welcomed to meetings. They organise
events including a Summer Family Fun Day,
Christmas Fayre and recycling opportunities
including collection of “Bag2School”. Funds raised
are used to support the children through additional
funding for trips, fun activities and extra resources
beyond the regular School budget..

Governors
The School’s Governing Body is very supportive of
the School and hold regular meetings. The full list
of Governor and the areas that they represent e.g.
Parents, Church, Local Authority and their
committee membership are available on the School
website.

St. Anne’s Kid’s Club
The St Anne’s Kids’ Club provides “Before and
After School” care for children ages 4+ to 11. This
Club is available, at a charge, to all pupils who
attend the School subject to availability of places.
It provides a high quality of care, with trained
staff, and engages the children in fun activities
and enjoyable pastimes. Healthy snacks are
available for all children. 
Opening times and a full range of activities are
available from the Kid’s Club Leader on 
07855 639 630.

“The St Anne’s Kids’ Club provides a safe and happy
environment for pupils before and after school. It
provides healthy snacks and a wide range of
interesting learning activities, which pupils enjoy.”
(Ofsted 2012)
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St Anne’s Vale, Brown Edge, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire  ST6 8TA

Telephone 01782 503102  •  Fax 01782 504074  •  Kids’ Club 07855 639 630

E-mail: office@st-annes-brownedge.staffs.sch.uk  •  Website: www.st-annes-brownedge.staffs.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mrs Val Hall  NPQP
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