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St. Anne’s C.E. (VC) Primary School 

“Together with God, Making Learning a Life Long Friend” 

7th January, 2021 

 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE PERSON WITH PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 

RE : CRITICAL WORKER PROVISION AT SCHOOL 

‘IF CHILDREN CAN STAY AT HOME THEY SHOULD’ 

It is not possible for me to convey quite how demoralised and upset we all are here at St Anne’s 

that primary schools have had to shut for a second time until Monday 22nd February at the 

earliest. The staff here have worked tirelessly closing the gaps and rebuilding the emotional 

wellbeing and mental health of pupils that resulted from the last lockdown. That said, keeping 

everyone safe is our number one priority. 

The number of parents who have completed the critical worker form is meaning that the school 

is struggling to stay safe. Not only is your child in more danger but in turn, so is your immediate 

family, the school staff and the wider community of Brown Edge. At present, Brown Edge and 

Endon has a slightly lower COVID prevalence than the rest of the surrounding areas and it is 

our duty to do everything we can to keep it that way. This is not about entitlement but is about 

doing what is right for the greater good of society.  

Currently, our pupils are in 4 mixed consistent year group bubbles as this is the safest for 

pupils, staff and yourselves. Children will not be mixing with any other bubbles. The size of 

these groups that are being requested for next week and the amount of children in school is 

causing deep concern. In some cases, the amount of children in these groups is approaching 

class sizes, which defeats the object of schools being closed.  

In order to limit the spread of the new variant which is up to three times more contagious all 

schools across the country need to reduce these numbers. The sooner we can do this together; 

we hope that life will resume to normality sooner in the future. The message to parents and 

carers in all schools across the country is ‘If children can stay at home they should’. 
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This week, we have been accepting pupils of families where 1 parent is a critical worker. For 

those who are intending on taking up a place in school from next week onwards we may have to 

restrict critical workers to ones who play a ‘critical role in the coronavirus response’ 

In order to ensure the school is safe and for those at home to receive remote learning, the 

school has a limited number of places - approximately 25% of the school. (50 pupils). Where 

the number of pupils exceed this, the school will be forced to impose stricter criteria in the 

following order:  

1. Parents of vulnerable pupils (EHCP or social care)  

2. Single parents who are critical workers  

3. Both adults are critical workers  

4. One of the critical workers is employed in public services 

Today, we have received the attached letter from Staffordshire Local Education Authority 

which support this stance with critical workers so please may I draw your attention to the 

following paragraph. 

‘Schools are receiving increased requests for the children of critical workers to attend school. 

The size, layout and staffing in each school are different, which limits the numbers of children 

that can attend school safely. Where not enough places are available, schools must prioritise 

when children can attend and, as a last resort, will have to tell some critical workers that there 

is no capacity for their children to attend.’ 

As a school, we want to support you in Critical Worker care and Remote Learning as much as 

possible. Parents and carers who we have spoken with have been extremely supportive and 

understanding of the difficult situation that schools find themselves in. I, personally, am also 

aware of the pressure that parents and carers find themselves in being a father myself. Where 

we can support you and help you - we will. Ultimately, our goal is that everyone in the whole 

school community is safe. 

On behalf of all the staff at St Anne’s, I would like to thank you for the overwhelming support 

you have shown in the first two days since this news broke. We have received a number of 

heart-warming emails and dojo messages which rallied the staff. 

Take care and kindest regards, 

 

Mr E Hobson 

Headteacher 
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