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22nd April, 2021 

 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE PERSON WITH PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 

RE : YEAR 4 SUMMER TERM 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 

I hope you have all had a wonderful Easter break. We have had a really positive return since 

lockdown and since Easter, and that is a testament to the hard work you have put in throughout, 

as well as what a brilliant bunch you all are, so very well done to everyone on the great start 

we have made on the summer term over the past couple of days. 

Our topic for this half term is “Healthy Hearts”, where we will focus on the ancient Greeks 

both for Geography and History lessons. The focus this topic is much more geared towards Art 

and D&T (as well as health and fitness) rather than those subjects, however, so expect a lot 

of creativity and fun to come! 

Myself and Mrs. Baker will aim to hear the children read individually every week, when reading 

books will be changed. It is the school’s policy for all children to read at least 5 times a week. 

A love of books and reading is one of the most precious, important gifts anyone can give a child, 

the benefits of which they will reap for the rest of their lives.  Reading encourages imagination, 

builds understanding, opens up new worlds and helps children reach their full potential. Please 

make sure that your child’s reading book and diary are in school every day. 

Spelling is a major part of Year 4 as you know, and so it is taught throughout the week through 

Read, Write Inc sessions. We also send home spellings practice sheets every Friday, which are 

then tested on the following Friday. Please ensure that your child hands in their completed 

spellings on Thursdays alongside their homework. 

In Maths we have spent a long time reinforcing the basics of place value, the four operations 

(addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) and using our times tables knowledge. Now 

we are going to work on applying them in more depth before moving onto other areas of 

geometry, etc. Times tables are a major focus for Year 4, and we do a short times tables test 

every Friday to check progress. If you would like ideas of how to practise times tables with 
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your child, online games to play, etc then please do not hesitate to get in touch any time. One 

common area of difficulty in maths is telling the time, particularly on analogue clocks, so if you 

are looking for a skill worth working on, that and times tables would be particularly useful. The 

times tables check is coming up later in the summer term, which as we said before is not 

something to worry about but just something to practise for in order to do our best with it. I 

think we will do really well with it, as our class average times tables attainment has gone from 

25% to 80%, despite lockdown, which I think is really incredible. 

P.E. days are Thursday and Friday. Trainers are needed on Tuesdays as well, but not kit. Please 

ensure that your child has their trainers permanently in school, clearly marked with their 

name. Any earrings should be removed on these days.  Remember long hair should always be 

tied securely back. 

Homework will be sent home every Friday: typically, a maths piece and either an English, science 

or topic based piece. Homework books need to be returned to school by Thursday please. Again, 

if there are ever any questions or issues please do not hesitate to get in touch any time.  

Team points will be awarded for hard work and good behaviour, together with ClassDojo points 

and other rewards as appropriate, and we will continue the Star of the Week award. 

Toast is now bought online by the week through School Money as we cannot accept cash 

payments at the moment.  Remember you need to book toast requirements by 9.00 a.m. on the 

Monday morning of that week. 

I am really looking forward to seeing the continued progress that we are all going to make 

through summer term in the run-up to the holidays and then Year 5. We are organising a day 

trip for later this term, details of which are coming soon once everything is confirmed so watch 

this space! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr. J. Nixon 

Year 4 Teacher 
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